
The collective wisdom of shepherds is a possible way to achieve 
awareness of the multifunctional role of pastoral activities in 
NW Italian Alps



• Evolution of Alpine pastoral systems in Italy

• Current role of the shepherd and of breeding knowledge

• Multifunctionality of two local sheep breeds
- the Frabosana-Roaschina
- the Sambucana
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Pastoral farming in the Alps

In the last millennium, pastoral farming and 
transhumance have characterized the economic 
life of many Alpine valleys. This activity helped 
to structure the Alpine landscape in terms of 
pastures and human settlements. 

Evolution of Alpine 
pastoral systems in Italy



Traditional livestock farming system in the Italian alpine region

 Husbandry of dairy cattle, sheep, and goats

 Extensive farming system based on the consumption of local forages

Traditional barns during 
cold season

Summer grazing in 
highland pastures



The decline of the extensive farming systems



 Reduction of pasture lands

 Increase of the dimensions of herds and flocks

 Loss of characteristic environments

 Reduction of variability in livestock resources (biodiversity) 

 Endangered typical productions

Present situation

• no. farms with ruminants  15,000

• no. farms with pasture  7,119

39% Livestock Units of the entire region



Although from inside, the 
multifunctional value 
of this activity is 

recognised, the same is 
rather unknown 
outside the specific 
technical application 
area

Current role of the 
shepherd and of 
breeding knowledge



Investing today the shepherds of the role of cultural interpreters of 
mountain landscapes can contribute to create a favourable 
condition for the construction of possible and sustainable 

scenarios of territorial development 

Storytelling Difficulties to express and transfer





Livestock biodiversity as a possible
way of recovering…

Evolution and affirmation of authocthonous breeds characterized by: 

• High adaptability to the environment and to the exploitation of local forages

• Products with peculiar characteristics

In this frame local breeds 
represent an important 

expression of the collective 
wisdom of the mountain 

communities. 

Multifunctionality of two 
local sheep breeds: 
the Frabosana-Roaschina &
the Sambucana



ItalianAlps sheep breeds

Sambucana

Savoiarda

Lacaune

Delle Langhe

Frabosana

Garessina

Saltasassi

Tacola

Brogna

Lamon

Brianzola Alpagota



ItalianAlps goat breeds

Sempione

Roccaverano

Vallesana

Lariana

Valdostana

Orobica

NeraVerzasca

Ciavenasca

Mochena B. Adamello

Valtellinese

Camosciata

http://www.associazionerare.it/img/f_Al pascolo.jpg
http://www.agraria.org/caprini/valledeimocheni.htm


Case #1 - the Frabosana-Roaschina sheep



Frabosana-Roaschina sheep



Old tradition of 
transhumance in 

Piedmont



The life 

on the shepherd «road»



The importance of rediscovering sincere tradition… 



The shepherd is not only the one who manages a landscape but is 

also a  storyteller  of this same landscape, able to transmit 

the interpretations of this world, so common in the past for the villagers 
but today so hermetic for people coming from urban contexts. 

Roaschia, may 2018







Case #2 – the Sambucana sheep





la récupération des moutons de la race Sambucana, 

presque éteint, est devenue l'une des principales stratégies 
de développement territorial local









Exposition de moutons de race 
Sambucana dans le Fort de Vinadio, 
dans la Valle Stura, à l’occasion de la 

« Festa dei Santi » au debut de 
novembre 

… avec un intérêt 
technique pour les 

animaux

… mais aussi pour la 
population et la culture 

présente dans la Valle Stura



Site web de 
la Comunità

Montana 
avec la 

présence 
identitaire 

très forte de 
l’élevage 



Photo de site web http://www.larouto.eu/ 



TRANSUMANZA for UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

A recent proposal from Italy … South Italian «tratturi» but not only
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Thank you very much for your attention and 
particularly grateful for the kind and generous  
organisation of CORAM!

luca.battaglini@unito.it

www.amamont.com www.sozooalp.it

pastoripiemontesi.wordpress.com


