
The collective wisdom of shepherds is a possible way to achieve 
awareness of the multifunctional role of pastoral activities in 
NW Italian Alps



ÅEvolution of Alpine pastoral systems in Italy

ÅCurrent role of the shepherd and of breeding knowledge

ÅMultifunctionality of two local sheep breeds
- the Frabosana-Roaschina
- the Sambucana
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Pastoral farming in the Alps

In the last millennium, pastoral farming and 
transhumance have characterized the economic 
life of many Alpine valleys. This activity helped 
to structure the Alpine landscape in terms of 
pastures and human settlements. 

Evolution of Alpine 
pastoral systems in Italy



Traditionallivestockfarmingsystemin the Italianalpine region

ÁHusbandry of dairy cattle, sheep, and goats

ÁExtensive farming system based on the consumption of local forages

Traditional barns during 
cold season

Summer grazing in 
highland pastures



The declineof the extensivefarmingsystems



ü Reductionof pasture lands

ü Increaseof the dimensionsof herdsand flocks

ü Lossof characteristicenvironments

ü Reductionof variability in livestockresources(biodiversity) 

ü Endangeredtypicalproductions

Presentsituation

Å no. farms with ruminantsĄ 15,000

Å no. farms with pasture Ą 7,119

39% Livestock Units of the entire region



Although from inside, the 
multifunctional value 
of this activity is 

recognised, the same is 
rather unknown 
outside the specific 
technical application 
area

Current role of the 
shepherd and of 
breeding knowledge



Investing today the shepherds of the role of cultural interpreters of 
mountain landscapes can contribute to create a favourable 
condition for the construction of possible and sustainable 

scenarios of territorial development 

Storytelling Difficultiesto express and transfer





Livestockbiodiversityasa possible
way of recoveringȣ

Evolution and affirmation of authocthonous breeds characterized by: 

Å High adaptability to the environment and to the exploitation of local forages

Å Products with peculiar characteristics

In this frame local breeds 
represent an important 

expression of the collective 
wisdom of the mountain 

communities. 

Multifunctionality of two 
local sheep breeds: 
the Frabosana-Roaschina&
the Sambucana



ItalianAlpssheepbreeds

Sambucana

Savoiarda

Lacaune

Delle Langhe

Frabosana

Garessina

Saltasassi

Tacola

Brogna

Lamon

Brianzola Alpagota



ItalianAlpsgoatbreeds

Sempione

Roccaverano

Vallesana

Lariana

Valdostana

Orobica

NeraVerzasca

Ciavenasca

Mochena B. Adamello

Valtellinese

Camosciata

http://www.associazionerare.it/img/f_Al pascolo.jpg
http://www.agraria.org/caprini/valledeimocheni.htm


Case #1 - the Frabosana-Roaschinasheep



Frabosana-Roaschinasheep



Old tradition of 
transhumance in 

Piedmont



The life 

on the shepherd «road»



The importanceof rediscoveringsincere traditionȣ 



The shepherd is not only the one who manages a landscape but is 

also a  storyteller  of this same landscape, able to transmit 

the interpretations of this world, so common in the past for the villagers 
but today so hermetic for people coming from urban contexts. 

Roaschia, may2018







Case #2 ɀthe Sambucana sheep





la récupération des moutons de la race Sambucana, 
presque éteint, est devenue l'une des principales stratégies 
de développement territorial local


